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2016 HMIS Data Standards Updates
Significant Revisions

Universal Data Element Changes           
• Chronic Homelessness – New Data Element 3.917 – A or B
• Gender – new pick list value
• Disabling Condition – now required for all clients

Program Specific Data Element Changes
• Health Insurance – new pick list values
• RRH – Retired Question ‘In Permanent Housing’
• PATH 
• RHY
• SSVF



2016 HMIS Data Standards Updates
Entry Assessments

Project and Funder Specific (2016 Chicago)



2016 HMIS Data Standards Updates
Entry Assessments

• ES – Emergency Shelter
• SO – Street Outreach
• SH – Safe Haven

• TH – Transitional Housing
• HP – Homeless Prevention 
• All Other Projects

Chronic Homeless Questions 
with Conditional Logic

(3.917B)

Chronic Homeless 
Questions without 
Conditional Logic

(3.917A) 



2016 HMIS Data Standards Updates
Chronic Homeless Questions – 3.917A



2016 HMIS Data Standards Updates
Chronic Homeless Questions – 3.917B

with Conditional Logic

• Dependent upon the answers to the questions 
below, additional questions will appear.



Living Situation Categories

New Categories of Living Situations

Where did your 
client sleep the 
night before Entry?



HMIS Definition of Interim Housing

Interim housing is not a type of housing but rather a housing situation 
where a chronically homeless person has: applied for permanent 
housing, has been accepted, a unit/voucher for permanent housing 
has been reserved for them, but for which there is some other 
situation that prevents them from moving immediately into housing 
(e.g. apartment getting painted, old tenant moving out, has a voucher 
but is looking for the unit, etc.). 
In such cases, where it has been determined to be absolutely 
necessary that to keep the client engaged and moving towards 
housing a temporary solution must be utilized and transitional 
housing is used the client should then be identified upon move in to 
the permanent house as coming from “interim housing”. This will 
enable that individual/household to be identified as chronically 
homeless at intake for reporting purposes based on the responses to 
the elements that will follow. Note: This housing is not a substitute for 
a waiting list or for any situation other than identified here.



Why is this different from Interim Housing in Chicago?

Interim Housing as a project type ONLY EXISTS IN 
CHICAGO, so this is going to be extra tricky for us. If a 
client is currently living in an Interim Housing PROJECT, 
their “Current Residence/Living Situation” is not 
necessarily Interim Housing. Use the logic on the 
previous slide to determine when to use Interim 
Housing as the answer to the “Current Residence/Living 
Situation” question.



2016 HMIS Data Standards Updates
3.917 B



Conditional Logic?



Conditional Logic?



Conditional Logic?



Conditional Logic: 3.917B Flow Chart



Conditional Logic?

3.917B Flow Chart



Conditional Logic?
3.917B Flow Chart



Conditional Logic?



Conditional Logic?



Chronic Homelessness: Living Situation 



Chronic Homelessness: Breaks and Institutional Stays

Breaks of less than 7 nights can be included in the 
“Look Back” period

Institutional Stays of less than 90 days can be included 
in the “Look Back” period

(jail, substance abuse or mental health treatment 
facility, hospital, other)



Chronic Homelessness: Living Situation



Chronic Homelessness: Living Situation



Chronic Homelessness: Living Situation



DFSS & IDHS Supplemental Assessment

Three sub-assessments have been added to allow agencies to document whether they have 
documentation on file for: Income/Non-Cash Benefits/Health Insurance



New Universal Intake Form



SHELTERED PRE-PIT RESULTS 



RESULTS 
9/22/16 HMIS Sheltered pre-PIT

92% HMIS Participation
• 100 programs possible 

• 87 of those programs utilize HMIS 

• 80 programs participated in the pre-PIT

8% increase in participation compared to the January PIT Count!



Quarterly Data Quality Assessment 
Process



Quarterly Data Quality Assessment Process:

Number of provider records reviewed:
323 providers submitted, against 320 in June

Client records not reviewed: 
55 providers at 35 agencies did not submit reports



Quarterly Data Quality Assessment Process:
Missing Data Rates for Submitted Reports



Quarterly Data Quality Assessment Process:
Utilization and Timeliness Compliance



Quarterly Data Quality Assessment Process:
Utilization

Utilization out of compliance? Fix it in one of three ways!

1. Check Tab D of the report. Make sure that the list shows the clients who 
were actually enrolled on the date in question.

2. Make sure that your Unit List is accurate. You can see the number of beds 
and units on the front page of your report. If it is not accurate, please fill 
out a Unit List Update form. Don’t wait!

3. If your program’s out-of-compliance utilization rate is not a result of a 
data quality issue (e.g. remodeling units or a gas leak or seasonal 
overflow), please fill out a Utilization Non-Compliance Explanation form.



AHAR:
Annual Homeless Assessment Report

• Draft Data Submitted: 10/31/16
• Final Submission Due: 12/01/16



AHAR

The Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR) is a 
HUD report to the U.S. Congress that provides 
nationwide estimates of homelessness, including 
information about the demographic characteristics of 
homeless persons, service use patterns, and the 
capacity to house homeless persons. The report is 
based primarily on Homeless Management Information 
Systems (HMIS) data about persons who experience 
homelessness during a 12-month period.



AHAR: Draft Data



AHAR: Draft Data

What can you do to ensure the accuracy of our data?

Check your Entrys for accuracy on the AHAR dates! There is a new ART report 
to assist with this in the Data Quality folder.



AHAR: ART Report



Coordinated Entry

• What feedback and questions do you have?



Consent Forms and Privacy Notice

• New versions are coming soon!

• The two consent forms used now will be combined 
into one

• Training will be offered after approval from the HMIS 
Committee



Program Reporting

ESG – CAPER
• Files will be downloaded again to send to DFSS
• Due Date: TBD
• Run your reports early!

APR
• New version of the APR coming in 2017
• Use the 631 report to clean data – Data Quality report will not 

match
• Run your reports early!



Thank you!

Next Meeting
Wednesday, January, 11th

10am - Noon
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